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I. Mission - 


a. Transport airborne troops into combat. Airborne land by 
parachute and glider in initial stages. After airports are seized ad- 
ditional men and materiel may be brought in by regular airplane landings. 


be Supply and resupply of units in advanced or isokted positions 
where other means are not satisfactory. 


ce. Transport Airborne Engineers (Avn) with equipment, into areas 
where airports are to be built. This includes tractors, bull-dozers, etc. 


ad. Evacuate wounded from front line areas. 


e. Perform in the combat zones all missions performed by Air Trans- 
port Command outside active combat zones. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


Moved all men and materiel from Port Moresby over the Owen Stanley 
range to Kokoda in successful operation in New Guinea culminating in an- 
nihilation of Japanese. This operation included moving 12,000,000 pounds 
of men and materiel over this distance and moving 312,000 pounds in one week 
with only thirty-nine (39) airplanes. Likewise evacuated all wounded and 
prisoners. 


Have evacuated thousands of wounded in North Africa. Details 
can be obtained from General Grant. 


In ferrying its own aircraft across the Atlantic it has made 
more atlantic crossing in the past year than Panamerican made in a three 
year period prior to the war. 


Three (3) Troop Carrier Groups, while engaged in combined train- 
ing with Airborne troops, do more flying in a month than was ever done by the 
largest airline, prior to the war, in a like period of time. 


Troop Carrier units when engaged in air evacuation of wounded 
carry ex-airline hostesses as nurses. 


SECRET 


cont'd. 


There are more aircraft in Troop Carrier units in one theater 
than there were in the entire Domestic Airline system prior to the war, 
yet Troop Carrier Command has had but one year to build up its organization. 
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Captain, Air Corps. 
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ARMY AIR FORCES 


HEADQUARTERS, I TROOP CARRIER COMMAND 
STOUT FIELD, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


6 December 1944 


Major General James T. Hodges 


Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Intelligence 
Headquarters Army Air Forces 


Washington 25, D, C. 


Dear General Hodges: 


Your letter of 16 November 1944 concerning the production of a 
motion picture history of the Army Air Forces has been received. The Troop 
Carrier Command is extremely anxious to do all possible to help produce an 
accurate, complete motion picture account of Troop Carrier activities in the 
various theaters of operation. Naturally, too, we are interested in being 


as well represented in this motion picture history as is consistent with a 
well rounded documentary film of the entire Army Air Forces. 


Below is e brief outline of what we believe to be the essential 
points which should be covered if this history is to be representative of 
the growth and vital significance of Troop Carrier activities in the opera- 
tions of this war. 


TRAINING: It is believed Troop Carrier training in preparation 
for combat is adequately covered to the present time in the following train- 
ing films which have been prepared or are in process of preparation. 


TF 1-3361 Tactical Use of CG—4A Glider. 
TF 1-3350 Glider Technique. 
TF 1-3323 Troop Carrier Airplanes — Performance of 


a Troop Carrier Mission. 

f eo Project 9121 Combined Airborne—Troop Carrier Maneuvers 
Project 9122 B-17 Troop Carrier 

Project 9123 Loading the 0-47 


TF 1-3322 Troop Carrier Airplanes — Power Controlled 
Approach and Landing, 


It is believed that this phase of the history of Troop Carrier should be 


covered by cutting a four or five reel subject out of these films, with the 
possible addition of animated planning data concerning the original deploy= 


ment of Troop Carrier units throughout the various theaters. 


OPERATIONS: Logically following the training and deployment 
of Troop Carrier units would be their record in various theaters of opera 
tions which has in many instances been adequately covered by Signal Corps 
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ané Combat Camera units of the Air Forces. As a tentative standing operation 
procedure for the preparation of a documentary film for Troop Carrier opera 


tions in the various theaters it is believed that the following would apply 
where footage is available: 


&. Pilenning —- This could be covered by shots of individuals 
concerned and by the use of maps and animation. The mission, coordination 
of Troop Carrier plans with other avietion, flight plans, routes, etc., 
could be shown in this phase, 


be. Preparation - This section would show units and individuals 


engaged in actual tasks vreneratory to mission, briefings, parking of aircraft, 
loading of equipment, etc. 


c. Execution - This section should be covered by the best 
available sequences of shots of the operation in all its phases, including 
the initial drops, resupply, air evacuation, and mission accomplishments of 
troops transported into combat, 


The following are various theaters of operation on which Troop Carrier 
pictures have been or are in the process of being made and with which officers 
of this headquarters are familier; 


EUROPEAN: Reference Teb "A", item 22, of your letter, concerning 
airborne operations, a combat motion picture entitled "DZ Normandy - Employ- 
ment of Troop Cerrier Forces" was recently completed by the AAF Combat Film 
Services. Major C. P. Hutchens, this headquarters, served as technical 
advisor on this film and reports that this is the best footage (8,000 feet) 
selected from over 100,000 feet of film seen on training, preparation, and 
execution of this operation, Neither Southern France nor the invasion of 
Holland, so far as we know, has been made into a film subject other than the 
AAF Weekly Digest and the Signal Corps Screen Digest. There is, however, some 
very valuable footage which hes not been used in either of these digests and 
could well be used in a historical subject on Troop Carrier. In this connection 
it should be mentioned that Signal Corps footage should not be neglected in 
the selection of film for this history, since in Holland, for example, most 
of the film coverage was by the Signal Corps rather than AAF Camera Units. 


MEDITERRANEAN - Much material has been used in AAP Weekly Digests 
which shows troop carrier in action in this theater. One of the dramatic 
stories, on which footage is believed to be available, is the evacuation of 
Yugoslavian refugees, 


CHINA-BURMA-INDIA - 0-413 Aerial Delivery 


TFCFR331? Aerial Supply to Burmese Outposts. 
In addition to the above film it is also understood that a film is now being 


made by the Air Forces from footege collected by combat camera men in the CBI 
theater. 
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SOUTHWEST PACIFIC — TF FR 54-57 Air Transport Operations of the 
Troop Carrier Command, 


TF C-425 Biscuit Bomber 


Both the Markham Valley and Noemfoor operations were covered by combat camera 
men of the AAF, as well as supply dropping in New Guinea, 


It. ie believed that the AAF Camera Film Service in New York City 
which publishes the Weekly Digest is fully capable of extracting most Troop 
Carrier footage from the thousands of feet of film sent in each week by combat 


camera men, inasmuch as they have recently completed the Troop Carrier project 
mentioned above, 


This headquarters will be pleased to provide any assistance pos= 
sible which will aid in the preparation of this motion picture history, inasmuch 
as we feel that it is a vital addition to textbooks of the future, on the 
employment of United States Army Air Forces, 


/s/ William D. Ola, 
Brigadier General, U.S.A. 
Commanding 


cc; Asst. Chief of A/S, Treining 
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HEADQU ARTERS 
FIRST ALLIED AIRBORNE ARMY : 


APO 740, U S Army 
6 December 1944 


Mejor Generel Jemes P. Hodges 
Assistent Chief of Air Steff 
Intelligence 

Reedquerters, Army Air Forces 
Weshington, D.C. 
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in your letter of 16 November you ask me to comment on Categories 
1 end 22 of Teb A. Before I do so, I would like te give my resection te 
category 15 as broken down in Teb B. It seems quite epperent from the 
outline that the whole organization of Cetegory 15 hes been developed from 
the point of view of the Strategic Air Force. The story of the Tactical 
Air Force is sendwiched in here and there es 2 sort of side issue. For 
the Ninth's operations from D dey on the single heeding “The Ninth in 
4etion from Continentel Beses" seems quite insdequete. ‘The tacticel hise 


. tory es well #s the strategic ean be broken down into pheses. As laid 


down in FM 100e20 the mission of the Tecticsl Air Force consists of (1) 
the gaining of sir superiority, (2) the prevention of the movement of hose 
tile troops end suprlies, and (3) the perticipstion in the combined effort 
in the battle eres. ‘These missions suggest as eppropriste heading in the 
film "The luftweffe is Driven from the Skies," "Reilwey Interdiction in 
Normendy,* " The Messecre of MT efter the St Lo Breekout" snd "Bombing 

of Forts and Gun Positions." The new techniques of bombing bridge piers 


‘ end tunnel. entrences which were developed by the Ninth fighter-bombers 


in this period should be high-lighted. = 


With regerd to Cetegory 1, I have little to say. You in Weshington 
know whet historical films are evailable and ere, I should sey, in e mch 
better position then we over here to judge which ere most worthy of 


inclusion. 


Category 22, “Airborne Operations," should, I think be carefully dev- 
eloped in consultetion with the officers at the Airborne Center st Comp 
Meckell end et ist Broop Carrier Comnend Heedquarters. ‘The principel 
thing to remember is that this is = wholly new tectic of warfere, ¢ verte 
icel envelopment, end that military doctrine, es well ss equipment, train= 
ing end operetionel technique has been fundementelly eltered, 
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Probebly the film should begin with the first dropping of parachute 
troops from en Army bomber at Sen Antonio in 1919 for Gen. Billy Mitchell. 
Other historicel shots = of mass Russien drops, of the Germens in Grete, 
ete. — would leed up to the development of our own sirborne progrem. Shots 
of training ectivities in the States should cover all aspects of the pro- 
grem both for sirborne troops, end troop carrier pilots end glider pilots. 
The development of new types of equipment, of new eircraft and gliders, 

of new techniques of dropping end lending would naturally be shown. ALL 
these should make it clear thet the sirborne operetion is not just the com- 
bination of an sir operation with e ground opsretion. It is » new whole 
which must be considered in its own terms ond not in treditionsal Ground 
Yoree end Air *orce terms. The eirmen have to assume new responsibilities 
end learn new techniques; the equipment end employment of the eirborne 
troops heve to be sdopted to their means of errivel in the combat zone. 


So far es the history of our airborne forces in this wer is concerned 
it is obvious thet #11 importent events should be covered - Africs, Sicily, 
Italy, New Guines, Normandy, Southern Frence and Holland. 


Shots of operstions should emphasize the complerity of the plenning 
for sn eirborne operation. Coordination mist be achieved emong meny come 
mends = the ground forces in the rrea, the supporting eir forces, the naval 
forces, friendly entiesircreft, to say nothing of airborne personnel snd 
troop carrier personnel. ‘The lifts, the timings, the routes, the exact 
- @uties ef the supporting sir forces, the time-teble of the ground forces < 
these end many other matters must be clesrly understood and agreed in 
advances. 


fhe film shoulé portrey ell stages of an airborne operation. ‘These 
ere? the marshelling of the troops om eir fields, the marshalling of the 
planes and gliders for tekeeoff, the loading, the take-off, the joining- 
up at rendezvous points, the escort em route, the enti-flak activities of 
supporting eir forces, the drops end lendings, the essembly of troops on 
the ground, the start for initiel objectives, and (leter) re-supply to 
the airborne troops. The film might indicate et its close thet we are still 
leerning and thet the role of sirborne operations will probebly become 
grester in time to come. 


One other question comes to mind. in looking over Ted A where does 
the Middle Bast Come in? If it is te be included in the film of the 
MZO it should be made cleser that it was e separate theater. You know thet 
_ our fighter support for Montgomery and our enti-shipping attacks on Rommel's 
tenkers played » vitel pert in the Allied victory. And of course the 
Ploesti mission of 1 Mg 43 should be well covered. 
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Sincerely, 


IE"iS H, BEERETON 
Lieut. General, USA 
Commending 
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